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Welcome       

Gathering Music       Lord Whose Love in Humble Service    ELW 712 

Refrain 
Lord whose love in humble service 

 Bore the weight of human need  
Who upon the cross forsaken offered mercy's perfect deed  

We your servants bring the worship  
Not of voice alone but heart  

Consecrating to Your purpose Ev'ry gift that You impart 

Verse 1 
Still Your children wander homeless  

Still the hungry cry for bread  
Still the captives long for freedom  
Still in grief we mourn our dead  
As O Lord in deep compassion  

Healed the sick and freed the soul use the love your  
Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole 

Verse 2 
As we worship grant us vision  
Till Your love's revealing light  

In its height and depth and greatness  
Dawns upon our quicken sight  

Making known the needs and burdens  
Your compassion bids us bear 
 Stirring us to tireless striving 
 Your abundant life to share 

Verse 3 
Called by worship to your service 
 forth in your dear name we go  
to the child the youth the aged  

love in living deeds to show  
hope and health good will and comfort  

counsel aid and peace we give  
that you servants Lord in freedom  

may your mercy know and live 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 



Prayer of the Day 
A Let us pray. 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.  

Reading     Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, 
my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

P  The Word of God. The Word of Life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
Gospel                        Matthew 21: 23-32 

P   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.   

 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. “What do you think? A 
man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; 
and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”  

R  This is the Gospel of our Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Kid’s Talk                              Lindsey Burns 

Message                                 Pastor Dan Smith 

Hymn of the Day          Humble King       

Verse 
Oh kneel me down again  

Here at Your feet 
 Show me how much  

You love Humility  
Oh Spirit be the star  

That leads me to  
the humble heart of love I see in You 

Chorus 
You are the God of the broken  

The friend of the weak 
 You wash the feet of the weary 

 Embrace the ones in need 
 I want to be like You Jesus  

To have this heart in me  
You are the God of the humble 

 You are the humble King 

Ending 
You are the God of the humble  

You are the humble King 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Apostles Creed 
A: Together, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of the People 
A Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

A In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where 
the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that 
your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A  Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your 
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of 
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unjust, give us new hearts and new spirits. 
Where fear and closed minds permeate our cultures and institutions, change our minds and 
teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or 

spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or 
exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

A Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us 
with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community, especially 
the Interfaith Rotating Winter Shelter which is finding new ways to safely care for our local 
homeless community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
 

A We are filled with gratitude for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—
especially your precious daughter Ruth Bader Ginsberg.  Maya Angelou reminds us that, as 
when a great tree falls, “…our senses—restored, never to be the same—whisper to us: ‘She 
existed. She existed. We can be. Be and be better. For she existed.’” Hold her in your bosom 
and let her rest in your peace, Lord, as we take up her mantle and carry on her ministry of 
justice and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
 



The Lord’s Prayer  
P  Gathered by the Spirit into one body, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught: 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

To give to LCI on-line 

 go to: https://www.lcidavis.org/give 

Offering Music            May the Words of My Mouth     

Verse 
May the words of my mouth 

 And the meditations of my heart  
Be pleasing to You pleasing to You  

May the words of my mouth  
And the meditations of my heart 

 Be pleasing to You my God 

Chorus 
You're my Rock and my  

Redeemer You're the reason that 
 I sing I desire to be a blessing in  

Your eyes Ev'ry hour ev'ry moment  
Lord I want to be  

Your servant I desire to be a blessing 
 In Your eyes in Your eye  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Offering Prayer 

P Let Us Pray, Gracious God,  
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: ourselves, our time 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of the one 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction                                                                      

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 
blessing of the Holy, be upon you and remain with you 

 forever. 
C Amen. 

Sending 

A Go in peace, “Sharing Christ’s Light Daily.” * 
C Thanks be to God.  We will! 

 



 
Sending Song    The Lord Now Send Us Forth    ELW 583 

Verse 1 
The Lord now sends us forth 
with hands to serve and give, 

to make of all the earth 
a better place to live. Repeat 

Verse 2 
The angels are not sent 
into our world of pain 

to do what we were meant 
to do in Jesus’ name; 

that falls to you and me 
and all who are made free. 
Help us, O Lord, we pray, 

to do your will today. Repeat 

Verse 3 
The Lord now sends us forth 
with hands to serve and give, 

to make of all the earth 
a better place to live. Repeat 

The angels are not sent 
into our world of pain 

to do what we were meant 
to do in Jesus’ name; 

that falls to you and me 
and all who are made free. 
Help us, O Lord, we pray, 

to do your will today. Repeat 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Postlude        

*Mission statement of Lutheran Church of the Incarnation 


