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Welcome                                                                                                              Pastor Dan Smith 

 
 
 
 
Confession & Forgiveness 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.   

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not love our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways 
to the glory of you holy name. 
Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given for us and for his sake, God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called an ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Holy Trinity + Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. 

C Amen. 



Gathering Hymn                                        Christ Be Our Light                                ELW 715 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tune and Text Bernadette Farrell ©1993 OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense 

license A-706596. 
 

 

Greeting 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 

A Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon 

us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Gospel         John 11: 17-44 
Jesus raises to life Lazarus, his close friend, a demonstration of his connection to the Father in heaven. However, this also sets in motion his own 

eventual demise. 

P  The Holy Gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter  
C  Glory to you, O Lord.  

  When Jesus arrived, he that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God, the one coming into the world.” 
  When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
  Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, 
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

  R This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 



Kids’ Talk                                                                                                                  Lindsey Burns 
Message                                        “Giving Life, Taking Life”                              Pastor Dan Smith 

Hymn                                                   I Am the Bread of Life                                             ELW 458 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Tune and Text, Suzanne Toolan ©1996 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense 
license A-706596. 



 
Prayers of the People 

During the prayers, worshippers are invited to offer aloud one of the petitions marked “A,” as they feel led by God’s 
Spirit to do so. 
 
 

A Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

 
 

 
A brief silence. 
 
 
 

A God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your Spirit and 
bless the work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your work of salvation in us 
and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers. Restore 
polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, 
droughts, or other natural disasters. Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God. 

 C Your mercy is great.  
 

A God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: those longing 
for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, 
and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God. 

 C Your mercy is great.  
 

A God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, 
despair, or pain. Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us 
faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 

 C Your mercy is great.  
A God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate with our 

community in caring for the needs of our neighbors. Strengthen our ties with other local 
congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God. 

 C Your mercy is great.  
 
 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
 
 

A God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust that, 
in you, they will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live with 
you forever. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend 
them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Offering Music                                         Mighty to Save   
 

VERSE 1 
Everyone needs compassion, love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 
Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior 

The hope of nations 
 

CHORUS 
Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save 
Forever, Author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave, Jesus conquered the grave 
 

VERSE 2 
So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 
I give my life to follow, everything I believe in 

Now I surrender 
 

CHORUS 
Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save 
Forever, Author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave, Jesus conquered the grave 
 

BRIDGE 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 

We're singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing for the glory of the risen King 

 
CHORUS 

Savior, He can move the mountains 
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save 

Forever, Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave, Jesus conquered the grave 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Benediction                                                                      

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 
blessing of the Holy, be upon you and remain with you 

 forever. 
C Amen. 

  
 

Sending 

A Go in peace, “Sharing Christ’s Light Daily.” * 
C Thanks be to God.  We will! 

 
 
 
Postlude 
  

 
*Mission statement of Lutheran Church of the Incarnation 


