
Color of Law Reading Guide 

For the January 14 meeting, please read the Preface and Chapter 1 (to page 14).   

Before you read:  When you think of "segregated neighborhoods," what places come to mind, either 

here in Northern California, or from your childhood?  Do you think that the segregation you observed 

was primarily a result of individual choice, or that it was engineered in some way? 

 

For the January 21 meeting, please read Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 (pages 17-100). 

Before you read:  Have you ever heard the expression "affirmative action for whites"?  What do you 

know about the WWII origins of federal public housing and federally supported home financing?  What 

historical facts are you aware of that complicate the notion of the "self-made man" who "pulled himself 

up by his own bootstraps"?  If you lived in a single-family home as a child, learn the story of its purchase; 

then go on Zillow and see its current valuation. 

 

For the January 28 meeting, please read Chapters 7, 8, 9 and 10 (pages 101-176). 

Before you read:  What do you know about the 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitution?  Do you 

believe those Amendments, enacted after the abolition of slavery, rectified the injustices they were 

supposed to, and if not, why not? Are there any Northern California locations where you would not 

choose to live or even to shop?  Look up one of those communities on Google Maps.  What boundaries 

do you see?  Are these boundaries natural or human-made?  Who predominantly lives in these areas? 

 

For the February 4 meeting, please read Chapters 11 and 12 (pages 177-213). 

Before you read:  What are some inequities you have observed that you now know stem from de jure 

segregation?  How have the Black Lives Matter protests highlighted these inequities and pointed a way 

forward? How does what you have learned focus your consideration of local housing, policing and 

education issues?   


