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Welcome 
Gathering Music          Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)      

Verse 1   
Amazing grace how sweet the sound, 

 That saved a wretch like me, 
I once was lost but now I'm found,  

Was blind but now I see 

Verse 2 
 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

 And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear  

The hour I first believed 

Chorus  
My chains are gone I've been set free,  
My God my Savior has ransomed me,  

And like a flood His mercy rains, 
Unending love amazing grace 

Verse 3  
The Lord has promised good to me,  

His word my hope secures, He 
will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures Chorus 

Verse 4  
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,  

The sun forbear to shine, 
But God who called me here below,  

Will be forever mine, Will be forever mine,  
You are forever mine  
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your 
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C Amen.  



Reading      Genesis 17:1-17 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and 
you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.”  Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,  
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you. And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where 
you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God.” God 
said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and 
your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall circumcise the 
flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. Throughout 
your generations every male among you shall be circumcised when he is eight days old, including 
the slave born in your house and the one bought with your money from any foreigner who is not 
of your offspring. Both the slave born in your house and the one bought with your money must be 
circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised 
male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has 
broken my covenant.” God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” Then Abraham fell 
on his face and laughed, and said to himself, “Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred years 
old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 
P          The Word of God. The Word of Life. 
C          Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation                 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery    ELW 334 
In our call to be a blessing may we be a blessing true 

May we live and die confessing  
Christ as Lord of all we do Christ as Lord of all we do 
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Gospel      Mark 8:31-38 
P       The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the eight chapter. 
C       Glory to you, O Lord.   

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said 
to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for  
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  Those who are 



ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
R  This is the Gospel of our Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Kids Talk            Lindsey Burns  

Message      “The Way of the Cross”   Pastor Dan Smith  

Hymn of the Day    Take My Life That I May Be     ELW 739  

Verse 1 
 Take my life and let it be,  
consecrated Lord to Thee 

Take my moments and my days, 
 Let them flow in ceaseless praise 

Take my hands and let them move, 
 At the impulse of Thy love 

Take my feet and let them be,  
Swift and beautiful for Thee 

Verse 2  
Take my voice and let me sing,  

Always only for my King 
Take my lips and let them be,  

Filled with messages from Thee 
Take my silver and my gold,  
Not a mite would I withhold 

Take my intellect and use,  
Ev'ry power as You choose 

Chorus  
Here am I all of me, 

 Take my life it's all for Thee 

Verse 3  
Take my will and make it Thine,  

It shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart it is Thine own,  

It shall be Thy royal throne 
Take my love my Lord I pour,  
At Your feet its treasure store 

Take myself and I will be, 
 Ever only all for Thee 
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Prayers of the People 
A With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

A God of promises, you made a covenant with Abraham that far exceeded what he could 
imagine, making him the progenitor of an entire nation. By faith we too can receive your 
promises. As we open ourselves to your activity in our lives, help us to remember that we, 
also, are ancestors of future humans, and to consider what our faith legacy will be. Lord in 
your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
A God of righteousness, just as you justified Abraham by faith, you restore us to wholeness and 

integrity though Jesus, who died and was raised on our behalf. Help us to let go of excuses 
and self-justifications, and to place our faith fully in you. Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
other prayers offered here… 
A God of salvation, as much as we grasp at worldly power and resources, we know that we 

cannot save ourselves. Help us to understand what it means to take up our cross and follow 
you. Thank you for examples in the faith who have gone before us. Now the torch has passed 
to us, yet we often feel fearful and inadequate. Remind us that you alone have done the work 
of redemption, and now you simply ask us to love you and be the Good News to others. Lord 
in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We pray all these things in the strong name of Jesus, 
C Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer  
P  Gathered by the Spirit into one body, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught: 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

Offering Hymn                   Humble King 

Verse 1   
Oh kneel me down again, Here at Your feet,  

Show me how much You love, Humility,  
Oh Spirit be the star,  That leads me to,  
The humble heart of love, I see in You 

Chorus  
Cause You are the God of the broken,  

The friend of the weakYou wash the feet of the weary, 
 Embrace the ones in need I want to be like You Jesus,  

To have this heart in me, You are the God of the humble,   
You are the humble King  
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To give to LCI on-line go to:    

https://www.lcidavis.org/give 

Offering Prayer 
A  Let Us Pray, Gracious God,  
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: ourselves, our time 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of the one 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction                                                                      
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the Holy, be upon you and remain with you forever. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
A Go in peace, “Sharing Christ’s Light Daily.” * 
C Thanks be to God.  We will! 

Sending Song        The Lord Now Sends Us Forth     ELW 538 

The Lord now sends us forth,  
with hands to serve and give  

to make of all the earth  
a better place to live (repeat)  

The angels are not sent, 
into our world of pain 

 to do what we were meant,  
to do in Jesus’ name  

that falls to you and me, 
 and all who are made free  
Help us, O Lord, we pray,  

to do your will today (repeat) 
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Postlude      

*Mission statement of Lutheran Church of the Incarnation 
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